Catholic Theatre Conference 


PRODUCTION CALENDAR 





The current fiscal year ends Septem- 
ber 30. Consequently, dues will become 
payable October 1, the beginning of the 
new fiscal year. 


~— 

This is in accordance with the change 
effected by the Executive Board while 
meeting in session last December. Prior 
to this year the fiscal year has always 
ended June 30 with dues payable July 1. 
This was an inconvenient date especially 
insofar as schools, colleges and univer- 
sities were concerned. The month of 
June found them too occupied with final 
examinations, graduation and other close 
of the school year details. Community 
theatres had closed their seasons and 
members were leaving for vacations. 








muu"RECEPTION DAY 


The Brown County Ursulines of Saint 
Martin, Ohio held their day of Recep- 
tion and Profession on August 10. 
Amont those received was Miss Helen 
Purcell, former Executive Secretary 
of the Conference. Her name in re- 
ligion is now Sister Mary John Prior 
to her Reception Day she was known by 
the temporary name of Sister Ellen. 





Rev. Karl Schroeder, President, 
represented the Conference and carried 
with him the best wishes of all the 


members for happy and blessed days as 
a novice. Sister Mary John entered 

the Ursulines in October, 1947 after 
having served as the Conference effi- 


All in all, the Board decided it woulda 
be wiser and no doubt more effective to 
have dues become payable with the opening: 


of the school years and the resumption of} 


fall activities. 


Just as a reminder - the annual dues 
are $10.00; a Sustaining Membership is 
$25.00 and a Life Membership $200.00. 


There is also a Subscriber's affiliation 


with the Conference for $3.00 per year. 


cient and reliable Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer for seven years. 


The Conference is sending as a 
small memento of this important day 
@ copy of Msgr. Knox's translation of 
the Old Testament as soon as it is 


off the press. With it goes the 
sincere affection of the Conference 
with best wishes for many years of 
peace and contentment. 


The latter receives only the monthly Pro- 
duction Calendar and the annual Bulletin | 
but is not entitled to the other member- . 
ship privileges. 


FIRST LIFE MEMBERSHIP 





Last year there were but four Sus- 
taining Memberships. We hope more of 
the groups will feel they can afford 
$25.00 this year to help increase the 
finances of the Conference and to help 
insure its future. 


St. Mary's Academy of Monroe, 
Michigan leads the way by becoming 
the very first Life Member of the 
Conference. Inspired by their zeal- 
ous and enthusiastic director, Sister 
Margaret Mary, I.H.M., the Chevron 
Players voted to make this generous 
contribution. The senior classes of 
"h8 and '49 are the donors. They 
wished to share the honor of estab- 

(Cont'd. on page 4) 


Your dues are due now! Don't allow 
your affiliation with the Conference to 
expire. 





a 


316 West 57 Street, New York, 19 Circle 7-0236 


Established 1937 








BENEFIT PERFORMANCES 
1947 - 48 





Last season brought the inaugura- 
tion of benefit performances to aid in 
stabilizing the financial structure of 
the Conference and insuring the future 
of the Service Bureau. The report pre- 
sented to the Executive Board at its 


meeting in Chicago in June was as follows: 


$718.30. 


Central Region - "All Gaul 
is Divided" 


St. Joseph Academy, 
Wheeling, W. Virginia 
Sister Immaculate - Chm. 
of Southern Region 
"Johnny-on-the-Spot" 


N. Y. Blackfriars Guild 
"Lady of Fatima" 


Loras College 
Sister Thos. More 
and Father Schroeder 
"The Comedian" 


Academy of Holy Angels 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Sister Charitas - Chmn. of 
North Central Region 
"Ladies Lounge" 


Marycrest and St. Ambrose 
Colleges - Chas. Costello 
and Mother Geraldine 

"Midsummer Night's Dream" 


Clarke College 
Sister M. Leola 
"Victoria Regina” 


Mundelein College 
Sister M. Carmelia 
and Sister Jeanelle 


"Our Town" 187.30 
WOREwkscnivdetes 0 sce tes cenehseue nan 


The Executive Board extends its most 
grateful thanks to the above groups and 
individuals who made this additional 
sacrifice to help pay off the deficit of 
last year's Bulletin and to share with 
our kind and generous anonymous benefac- 
tor the burden of keeping the Service 
Bureau in existence. The Board voted to 
have a goodly share of the income from 
the benefits set aside by purchasing 
bonds, which can be drawing interest. 


100.00: 


309.64 


1949 CONVENTION PLANS 


Emmet Lavery and Jos. Rice, co- 
chairmen for the national convention 
to be held in Los Angeles next June, 
have made their first announcement re- 
gerding plans. 

The program for Immaculate Heart 
College summer production of "I Remember 
Mama" carries a double page spread 
announcing the convention and extending 
an invitation to attend. In it Messrs. 
Lavery and Rice announce that the four 
day convention program will include the 
production of three major plays, the 
premiere production of a major motion 
picture, radio and television demonstra- 
tions and nationally known authorities 
in theatre to lead seminar discussions. 

Plan now to attend this most impor- 
tant convention. The dates are June 15, 
16, 17 and 18 with Loyola University and 
Immaculate Heart College as joint hosts. 


WEST-CENTRAL REGION 


Rev. Robert A. Johnston, S.J., chair- 
man of the region, together with two of 
his assistants, Miss Belle Marie Mullins 
and Sister Agnes Virginia have sent in 
reports regarding regional plans. 

Kansas City is away out in front with 
plans and preparations for what promises 
to be a most profitable and enjoyable 
meeting to be held in that city in the 
early spring. 

An advance meeting of the officers of 
the region was held in the Chancery in 
Kansas City on June 10 to present plans 
for the meeting to Most. Rev. Bishop 
O'Hara. Present were Bishop Marling of 
Kansas City; Rev. Joseph Ruysser, 
Director of the Catholic Youth Council 
and General Chairman of the local conm- 
mittees on arrangements; Rev. Robt. A. 
Johnston, Regional Chairman and Director 
of Speech Dept. of St. Louis University; 
Miss Belle Marie Mullins, Director of 
Speech Dept. of Fontbonne College in 
St. Louis and Vice-chairman of the 
region; Sister Rose Edward, Redemptorist 
High School in Kansas City, Regional 
secretary; and Mrs. Elvira Sheetz 
Bujarski, who is director of Speech at 
Sacred Heart Academy and College in 





| Wichita and treasurer of the region. 


Later in the day this group met again 
(Cont'd. on page 4) 








CENTRAL REGION DESK MEMOS 





Sister M. Angelita of Davenport has 'Sister Honora has been transferred from 
reported on plans to date for activities (St. Catherine's, Racine to Nativity High, 
in the Central Region. ‘Detroit. Sister Christopher is her 


As chairman Sister called a meeting of | Coens 

her Vice-Chairmen held in Chicago in late Sister Margaret Mary leaves Aquinas High, 
August. In attendance were Rev. Karl | LaCrosse for Superior, Wisc. 

Schroeder, Conference President; Sister ‘Rev. R. J. O'Grady, S.J., former head of 


Thomas More, Executive Board member and Communication Arts Dept. at Fordham, and 


director of dramatics at St. Clara ‘now at University of Scranton, lost no 
Academy, Sinsinawa, Wisc., Sister M. ‘time in seeing that the "Rhyme and Reason 
Leola, Clarke College, Dubuque; Sister | Players" of that University joined the 
Marie Leon, Aquinas High School, LaCrosse 'Conference. The Players are planning a 
and Miss Theresa Marie Cuny of Chicago. ' production of "CROWN COLONY" in December 


The following day the above group met and @ musical revue, "ANTHRACITE, AMEN!" 
with directors from the various schools. in the spring. Original one acts and 
The meeting opened with a welcome by /radio plays will fill in the program. 


Sister Angelita and a brief statement of 
‘In addition to the West-Central Regional 
purpose and the introduction of all mem- (ows contained elsewhere in this issue, 
bers present. Father Schroeder spoke of ‘Father Rovt. Jolmston. 8.J., chairman of 
; . , Veep 
plans for the national convention. the region, informs us that six sectional 
Miss Cuny suggested various activities for | ‘Play Festivals will be held before the 
the region; Gister M. Leola reported on | general one in Kansas City in the spring. 
tie Cumee Sessile oy Peymun Uitveresty) |The national convention will be advertised 
Sister Thomas More told of the plans for ‘at all of them 
productions of "Lady of Fatima" throughout | : 
the Conference; all the directors announced Father Urban Nagle, 0.P. of the N. Y. 
their plans for 1948-49 and a number of Blackfriars returned August lst from his 
ideas were advanced for consideration in | trip to Ireland, England, France and 
the planning of the national convention i Portugal. One of the high-lights was his 


progran. 'visit to Fatima, the scene of the appari- 
‘tions, the homes of the children and meet- 
Sister Angelita stressed Conference “ing some of their relatives, 


membership, payment of dues and giving 
the Service Bureau advance notification of | ' Various Conference members are among the 
production plans and dates. Play Festivals newly elected officers of the Catholic 


were scheduled as follows: | Broadcasters Association. Wm. Coleman 
Milwaukee - week before Thanksgiving. (of Fordham Radio Dept. is Vice-President 
Chicago - Thanksgiving weekend with ‘and representative of schools; John V. 
Mr. Albert McCleery, Director of the : Hinkel of Notre Dame and the Catholic 
Fordham University Theatre as Critic- ‘Theatre Guild of St. Jos. Valley is 
Judge. North-Central regional representative; 
LaCrosse - February 19 under the super- : ‘Rev. M. D. Dubee of St. Genesius Players 
vision of Sister Marie Leon. Guild and St. Aloysius Dramatic Society 
Sister Isabella from Springfield of Montreal is the Canadian representa- 
accepted the duties of Vice-Chairman for tive. They were elected to their re- 
that particular Illinois aree. spective positions during the national 


More detailed p for each Festival cumeeneen of the Association held at 
lans St. John's Seminary in Brighton, Mass. 

will be announced in future issues of over the Fourth of July weekend 

the Calendar as they are announced by the : 

vice-chairman in charge. 





(3) 





LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
(Cont'd. from Page One) 
lishing this Membership. 

In sending in the membership Sister 
Margaret Mary commented: "In doing this 
we feel a deep sense of satisfaction and 
gratitude to the dear Lord for having 
blessed our efforts in this department and 
for making it possible to do something 
that will firmly establish our work here, 
as well as furthering the work in the 
Conference." 

To Sister Margaret Mary and to the 
seniors of '48 and 'h9 the Conference ex- 
tends sincere thanks and deep appreciation 
for their zeal and generosity. 





The payment of this $200.00 fee en- 
titles the Chevron Players to be forever 
exempt from annual dues, to be inscribed 
for life on the membership rolls of the 
Conference, to have the same rights and 
privileges of members and to be published 
as Life Members at least once a year. 


WEST-CENTRAL REGION 
(Cont'd. from Page Two) 
with the various local committees at 


St. Teresa College to complete final ar- 


rangements. The welfare of the Conference 
had important consideration in the plan- 
ning. 
The Kansas City, Missouri Unit of the | 
region, under the chairmanship of Sister | 
Agnes Virginie, Bishop Hogan High School, 
is planning a combination workshop and 
play festival in February. Dr. W. Compton 
Bell, head of the School of Theatre, 
Denver University, will act as Critic- 
Judge. 

Previous to the February date Sister 
Agnes Virginia is urging high schools in 
her unit to hold district play festivals. 
Winners of these festivals will be 
eligible to participate in the final 
Festival to be held in February. The 
latter is being planned with the accent 
on college, community and high school 
theatre. 

Assisting Sister in the work of this 
Unit of the West-Central Region are: 

Mrs. P. Rausch and Mrs. Loretta Purcell 
as Corresponding Secretaries; Sister Mary 
Jovita, Recording Secretary and Rev. 
Joseph Ruysser, the Treasurer. 








ADDED NOTES 


Regional Chairmen are advised by the Ex- 
ecutive Board to appoint various Vice- 
Chairmen to intensify and carry out the 
work of the region in smaller units. Ac- 
tivities can be planned within these 
smaller areas making attendance and 
traveling more convenient. It is well 

for each Regional Chairman to have one 
assistant who is kept aware of all region- 
al plans. Thus the progress of the region 
will at no time be retarded or curtailed 
by any illness or other circumstances 

that might occur to limit or restrict the 
Chairman's activity. 


Rev. M. D. Dubee conducted a six weeks 


course on "Radio Production" at St. 


| Michael's College Theatre and Drama School 


in Winooski Park, Vermont. J. Patrick 
O'Neill, who directed the St. Genesius 
Players Guild production of "Shadow and 
Substance” (Montreal) conducted: a course 
at St. Michael's in the "Art of Acting". 
Father Legault of Les Compagnons lectured 
on "Catholic Communication Arts". 


The St. Genesius Players Guild is to be 
complimented on its initiative and efforts 
for self-improvement. Guild secretary, 
Pat Conners, was given a scholarship for 
the Summer Course in Radio Script Writing 
at Fordham. John Buell was offered an- 
other at Fordham. Two others were to 
spend two weeks at the Summer School of 
Fine Arts held at the University of 
Western Ontario in order to take courses 
in Play Production and particularly the 
"Art of Makeup". Two members of the Glee 


Club were to be sent to Toronto for a two 


weeks course in Choral Music. As pointed 
out by Father Dubee, the Guild Moderator, 
"not only will the Guild benefit by having 
its members attend these schools but the 
experience gained can be passed on by them 
to other societies, parochial and other- 
wise." A very worthy thought! 


A recent visitor to the Service Bureau 
was Miss Dorothy Wenzel of the Dayton 
Blackfriars telling of plans for the 
Guild's celebration of its Tenth Anni- 
versary on November 20. 


Mats of St. Genesius, patron of the Con- 
ference, are available for your use on 
programs, stationery or other Conference 
associated announcements. 





